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BIOMETRICS AUTHENTICATION
APPARATUS, BIOMETRICS
AUTHENTICATION SYSTEM, AND
BIOMETRICS AUTHENTICATION METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a continuation application of interna-
tional Application PCT/JP2011/057790 filed on Mar. 29,
2011 which designated the U.S., the entire contents of which
are incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

The embodiments discussed herein are related to a biomet-
rics authentication apparatus, a biometrics authentication
system, and a biometrics authentication method.

BACKGROUND

A human body has pieces of biometric information by
which an individual is identifiable, and several of them are
used as information for specifying and authenticating an indi-
vidual. For example, a fingerprint, a retina or an iris in an eye,
a face, a blood vessel, or DNA (DeoxyriboNucleic Acid) is
known as biometric information used for authentication.

With recent progress of a biometrics authentication tech-
nique, various apparatus for performing individual authenti-
cation by recognizing the characteristics of such a living body
whichis a part of ahuman body are provided. With biometrics
authentication, authentication is performed by comparing
biometric information (registered template) acquired at reg-
istration time and biometric information acquired at authen-
tication time.

In order to improve the accuracy of authentication by bio-
metric information, it is desirable to acquire biometric infor-
mation with constant accuracy every time authentication is
performed. However, when authentication is performed, a
user who is an object of authentication does not always
assume a proper posture.

In addition, some biometric information changes with the
lapse of time, so the use of some of biometric information
registered once results in a decrease in the accuracy of authen-
tication. Accordingly, the following identity specification
apparatus is proposed. When biometric information is
acquired, reregistration is performed. By doing so, registered
biometric information is updated (see, for example, Japanese
Laid-open Patent Publication No. 11-167632)

Usually the accuracy of authentication by a biometrics
authentication apparatus decreases when proper biometric
information fails to be acquired at biometrics authentication
time or when the quality of a registered template is not good.
A biometrics authentication apparatus recovers a decrease in
the accuracy of authentication by retrying to acquire biomet-
ric information from a person who is an object of authentica-
tion. In many cases, however, it is difficult to correct uncon-
scious habitual operation of a person who is an object of
authentication, for example, in the operation of spreading a
palm over a sensor unit at the time of palm vein authentica-
tion.

Furthermore, when a registered template is acquired, a
proper posture is not always assumed. [finadequate biometric
information is registered, a biometrics authentication appa-
ratus fails to realize sufficient authentication accuracy at the
time of authentication performed later.
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2

Such a decrease in the accuracy of authentication leads to
an increase in the number of retries made to acquire biometric
information. As a result, such a biometrics authentication
apparatus may be hard to use for a person who is an object of
authentication.

SUMMARY

According to an aspect of the embodiments to be discussed
herein, there is provided a biometrics authentication appara-
tus which include a biometric information acquisition section
which acquires biometric information from a person who is
an object of authentication; a registered information acquisi-
tion section which acquires first registered information which
is the biometric information registered in advance and second
registered information which is the biometric information
that is used till last authentication and that is registered; an
authentication section which generates a comparison score
from at least one of the first registered information and the
second registered information and the biometric information
acquired by the biometric information acquisition section and
which authenticates the person who is an object of authenti-
cation by comparing the comparison score and a determined
threshold; a comparison evaluation section which generates a
comparison score for each of combinations of two of the
biometric information used this time for authenticating the
person who is an object of authentication, the first registered
information, and the second registered information and which
evaluates the comparison score generated for said each of the
combinations; and a replacement section which replaces the
second registered information with the biometric information
used this time on the basis of an evaluation by the comparison
evaluation section.

The object and advantages of the invention will be realized
and attained by means of the elements and combinations
particularly pointed out in the claims.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are not restrictive of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates the structure of a biometrics authentica-
tion apparatus according to a first embodiment;

FIG. 2 illustrates the structure of a biometrics authentica-
tion system according to a second embodiment;

FIG. 3 is an example of a hardware configuration of a
biometrics authentication apparatus in the second embodi-
ment;

FIG. 4 illustrates the structure of a sensor unit in the second
embodiment;

FIG. 5 illustrates the structure of an IC card in the second
embodiment;

FIG. 6 illustrates relationships among comparison scores
in the second embodiment;

FIG. 7 is a flow chart of a first template registration process
in the second embodiment;

FIG. 8 is a flow chart of an authentication process in the
second embodiment;

FIG. 9is aflow chart ofa replacement process in the second
embodiment;

FIG. 10 illustrates a comparison example table in the sec-
ond embodiment;

FIG. 11 is a flow chart of a quality evaluation process in the
second embodiment; and

FIG. 12 illustrates the structure of a biometrics authentica-
tion system according to a third embodiment.



US 9,098,755 B2

3
DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments will now be described with reference to the
drawings.

First Embodiment

First a biometrics authentication apparatus according to a
first embodiment will be described with reference to FIG. 1.
FIG. 1 illustrates the structure of a biometrics authentication
apparatus according to a first embodiment.

A biometrics authentication apparatus 1 performs indi-
vidual authentication by the use of biometric information 7
indicative of characteristics specific to a living body, and
outputs an authentication result 12. The biometric informa-
tion 7 used by the biometrics authentication apparatus 1 is a
fingerprint, a face, an iris, or a vein pattern on a body surface,
such as a palm or a finger. A part, such as a face, of the
biometric information 7 changes with the lapse of time, so the
accuracy of authentication may become unstable. In addition,
even if the biometric information 7 changes slightly with the
lapse of time, conditions under which the biometric informa-
tion 7 is acquired are not constant. As a result, the accuracy of
authentication may become unstable.

The biometrics authentication apparatus 1 regularly or
irregularly replaces registered information used for biomet-
rics authentication, that is to say, registered information (reg-
istered template) for comparison registered as biometric
information for a person himself/herself who is an object of
authentication in order to stabilize the accuracy of authenti-
cation.

The biometrics authentication apparatus 1 includes a bio-
metric information acquisition section 2, a registered infor-
mation acquisition section 3, an authentication section 4, a
comparison evaluation section 5, and a replacement section 6.
The biometric information acquisition section 2 acquires the
biometric information 7 from the person who is an object of
authentication. The registered information acquisition sec-
tion 3 acquires first registered information (first registered
template) 8 which is the biometric information 7 registered in
advance and second registered information (second regis-
tered template) 9 which is the biometric information 7 that is
used till the last authentication and that is registered.

The first registered information 8 and the second registered
information 9 which the registered information acquisition
section 3 acquires may be recorded in a record section
included in the biometrics authentication apparatus 1 or be
recorded in an external device or an external record medium.

The first registered information 8 is biometric information
registered in advance as biometric information for the person
himself/herself who is an object of authentication. The first
registered information 8 is not to be replaced with the bio-
metric information 7. The second registered information 9 is
biometric information registered at successful authentication
time under determined conditions as biometric information
for the person himself/herself who is an object of authentica-
tion. The second registered information 9 is to be replaced
with the biometric information 7. The first registered infor-
mation 8 and the second registered information 9 need only be
characteristic information by which the person himself/her-
selfwho is an object of authentication is identifiable, and may
not be biometric information (image data, for example)
acquired at registration time. That is to say, the first registered
information 8 and the second registered information 9 may be
processed information (processed data).

The authentication section 4 generates a comparison score
10 from the first registered information 8 and the biometric
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4

information 7. The authentication section 4 calculates a
degree of similarity between characteristic information
included in the first registered information 8 and characteris-
tic information included in the biometric information 7 as the
comparison score 10 by a determined calculation method.
The authentication section 4 compares the calculated com-
parison score 10 and a threshold 11 and outputs an authenti-
cation result 12.

The authentication section 4 compares the comparison
score 10 and the threshold 11. If authentication reference is
met, then the authentication section 4 outputs the authentica-
tion result 12 of success in authentication. If the authentica-
tion reference is not met, then the authentication section 4
generates the comparison score 10 from the second registered
information 9 and the biometric information 7. The authen-
tication section 4 calculates a degree of similarity between
characteristic information included in the second registered
information 9 and the characteristic information included in
the biometric information 7 as the comparison score 10 by the
determined calculation method. The authentication section 4
compares the calculated comparison score 10 and the thresh-
old 11 and outputs the authentication result 12. The authen-
tication section 4 compares the comparison score 10 and the
threshold 11. If the authentication reference is met, then the
authentication section 4 outputs the authentication result 12
of success in authentication. If the authentication reference is
not met, then the authentication section 4 outputs the authen-
tication result 12 of failure in authentication.

Inthe above description the authentication section 4 makes
a comparison between the biometric information 7 and the
first registered information 8 or the second registered infor-
mation 9 in that order. However, the authentication section 4
may reverse that order.

The comparison evaluation section 5 generates a compari-
son score 13 for each of combinations of two of the biometric
information 7 which is used this time and by which success in
authentication of the person that is an object of authentication
is obtained, the first registered information 8, and the second
registered information 9. That is to say, the comparison evalu-
ation section 5 generates a first comparison score from the
biometric information 7 used this time and the first registered
information 8, generates a second comparison score from the
biometric information 7 used this time and the second regis-
tered information 9, and generates a third comparison score
from the first registered information 8 and the second regis-
tered information 9. The comparison scores 13 for the com-
binations include the first comparison score, the second com-
parison score, and the third comparison score.

The comparison evaluation section 5 evaluates the gener-
ated comparison scores 13 for the combinations and gener-
ates an evaluation result 14. The calculation algorithm by
which the authentication section 4 calculates the comparison
score 10 and a generation algorithm by which the comparison
evaluation section 5 generates the comparison scores 13 for
the combinations may be the same or different from each
other.

If the replacement section 6 determines on the basis of the
evaluation result 14 that the replacement of the second regis-
tered information 9 by the biometric information 7 is proper,
that is to say, if the biometric information 7 may become good
second registered information 9, then the replacement section
6 treats the biometric information 7 used this time as new
second registered information 9.

As has been described, the biometrics authentication appa-
ratus 1 replaces the second registered information 9 with
more proper biometric information 7. As a result, the accu-
racy of authentication is improved in an authentication pro-
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cess. Furthermore, the improvement of the accuracy of
authentication reduces the number of retries made to acquire
biometric information, and improves the convenience at
authentication time of a person who is an object of authenti-
cation.

Second Embodiment

A more concrete description will now be given by the use
of a second embodiment. FIG. 2 illustrates the structure of a
biometrics authentication system according to a second
embodiment. A biometrics authentication system 20 which
performs authentication by the use of palm veins is taken as a
second embodiment. However, the same applies to a system
which performs authentication by detecting the characteris-
tics of another part of a living body.

A biometrics authentication system 20 is one of systems
which recognize the characteristics of a living body, which
specify an individual, and which perform authentication. For
example, the biometrics authentication system 20 performs
customer authentication in a banking system. The biometrics
authentication system 20 includes a biometrics authentica-
tion apparatus 30, an authentication server 21, and a network
22. The biometrics authentication apparatus 30 is used in an
information processing system, an ATM (Automated Teller
Machine) in a financial institution, an access control system,
or the like for confirming an identity.

The biometrics authentication apparatus 30 compares a
registered template registered in advance and biometric infor-
mation acquired by the biometrics authentication apparatus
30 and performs authentication. The registered template is a
first registered template registered in advance or a second
registered template to be updated in an authentication pro-
cess. If the biometrics authentication apparatus 30 succeeds
in making a comparison by the use of one of them, then an
identity is confirmed.

The biometrics authentication apparatus 30 includes a pro-
cessor 31, adisplay 32, and a mouse with a built-in sensor unit
34. In addition, the biometrics authentication apparatus 30
includes a keyboard 33, an IC (Integrated Circuit) card
reader-writer 35, and the like at need. The mouse with a
built-in sensor unit 34 functions as a mouse which accepts
input operation, and contains a sensor unit 50 which captures
an image of palm veins. The sensor unit 50 contains an imag-
ing device, captures an image of veins in a user’s palm, and
outputs the captured image to the processor 31. The IC card
reader-writer 35 reads information from or writes informa-
tion to an IC card 60 of the user. The keyboard 33 and the
mouse with a built-in sensor unit 34 accept input operation.

Comparison operation in palm vein authentication per-
formed by the biometrics authentication apparatus 30 will
now be described. A user who requests authentication inputs
identification information (such as user ID) for identifying
the user by the use of the keyboard 33, the mouse with a
built-in sensor unit 34, or the IC card reader-writer 35. The
biometrics authentication apparatus 30 informs the user of an
authentication procedure by display on the display 32 and
requests the user to input biometric information for authenti-
cation. The user inputs biometric information by spreading
the user’s hand over the mouse with a built-in sensor unit 34.
The biometrics authentication apparatus 30 to which an
image of palm veins is inputted as biometric information
compares the inputted biometric information and a registered
template. The registered template is acquired from a storage
unit of the processor 31, a storage unit of the authentication
server 21 connected thereto via the network, or a storage unit
of the IC card 60 of the user.
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For example, if the biometrics authentication apparatus 30
is for personal use, then the biometrics authentication appa-
ratus 30 may acquire the registered template from the storage
unit of the processor 31 or the storage unit of the IC card 60 of
the user.

The authentication server 21 associates identification
information for identifying an individual with comparison
information (registered template) registered before biomet-
rics authentication, and stores them. The identification infor-
mation for identifying an individual is unique ID (IDentifi-
cation) given directly (such as a user number) or indirectly
(such as an account number) to the user. The comparison
information registered in advance is characteristic informa-
tion obtained by extracting a characteristic portion from
image information in accordance with a determined charac-
teristic extraction algorithm, the image information, coded
information obtained by coding the characteristic informa-
tion, or the like.

An example of a hardware configuration of the biometrics
authentication apparatus 30 in the second embodiment will
now be described with reference to FIG. 3. FIG. 3 is an
example of a hardware configuration of the biometrics
authentication apparatus in the second embodiment.

The biometrics authentication apparatus 30 includes the
processor 31, the display 32, the keyboard 33, the mouse with
a built-in sensor unit 34, the sensor unit 50, and the IC card
reader-writer 35.

The whole of the processor 31 is controlled by a CPU
(Central Processing Unit) 41. A RAM (Random Access
Memory) 42, an HOD (Hard Disk Drive) 43, a communica-
tion interface 44, a graphics processing unit 45, and an input-
output interface 46 are connected to the CPU 41 via a bus 47.

The RAM 42 temporarily stores at least a part of an OS
(Operating System) or an application program executed by
the CPU 41. The RAM 42 also stores various pieces of data
which the CPU 41 needs to perform a process. The HDD 43
stores the OS and application programs.

The display 32 is connected to the graphics processing unit
45. In accordance with instructions from the CPU 41, the
graphics processing unit 45 displays an image on a screen of
the display 32.

The keyboard 33, the mouse with a built-in sensor unit 34,
the sensor unit 50, and the IC card reader-writer 35 are con-
nected to the input-output interface 46. Furthermore, the
input-output interface 46 may be connected to a portable
record medium interface which writes information to and
reads out information from a portable record medium 36. The
input-output interface 46 transmits a signal transmitted from
the keyboard 33, the mouse with a built-in sensor unit 34, the
sensor unit 50, the IC card reader-writer 35, or the portable
record medium interface to the CPU 41 via the bus 47.

The communication interface 44 is connected to the net-
work 22. The communication interface 44 exchanges data
with another computer (such as the authentication server 21).

By adopting the above-mentioned hardware configuration,
processing functions in this embodiment are realized. The
authentication server 21 is also realized by the same hardware
configuration.

The processor 32 may include not the CPU 41, but a mod-
ule including an FPGA (Field Programmable Gate Array), a
module including a DSP (Digital Signal Processor), and the
like. In that case, the processor 31 includes a nonvolatile
memory (such as an EEPROM (Flectrically Erasable and
Programmable Read Only Memory), a flash memory, or a
flash memory type memory card) to store firmware of each
module. Firmware may be written to a nonvolatile memory
via the portable record medium interface or the communica-
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tion interface 44. The processor 31 performs firmware update
by rewriting firmware stored in a nonvolatile memory in this
way.

The sensor unit 50 included in the mouse with a built-in
sensor unit 34 will now be described with reference to FI1G. 4.
FIG. 4 illustrates the structure of the sensor unit in the second
embodiment.

The sensor unit 50 is attached in a portion of the mouse
with a built-in sensor unit 34 over which a palm is put at the
time of the operation of the mouse with a built-in sensor unit
34. The sensor unit 50 contactlessly photographs a palm
spread over the mouse with a built-in sensor unit 34 to acquire
an image of palm veins.

The sensor unit 50 includes a control section 51, a photo-
graphing section 52, a distance measuring section 53, a stor-
age section 54, and a communication section 55.

The control section 51 controls each processing section.
The photographing section 52 photographs a living body,
which is a subject, to acquire image information. The photo-
graphing section 52 includes an image sensor (such as a
CMOS (Complementary Metal Oxide Semiconductor) sen-
sor or a CCD (Charge Coupled Device) sensor) for photo-
graphing a living body, a converging lens, and a plurality of
near infrared light emitting devices (such as LEDs (Light
Emitting Diodes)) for irradiating a subject with near infrared
rays. The near infrared light emitting devices are arranged, for
example, around the image sensor and emit near infrared rays
in the direction of the subject (upward). The image sensor
photographs the subject irradiated with near infrared rays.
The photographing section 52 is able to continuously photo-
graph the subject, and photographs the subject, for example,
at a photographing speed of 15 frames per second. It may be
possible to change a photographing speed by setting. In addi-
tion, photographing timing may depend not on time but on the
distance to the subject based on an output from the distance
measuring section 53. The structure of the photographing
section 52 is suitable for photographing palm veins. If another
living body, such as an iris, is to be photographed, a structure
suitable for a subject is adopted.

The distance measuring section 53 acquires information
regarding the distance to aliving body, which is a subject. The
storage section 54 associates distance information acquired
by the distance measuring section 53 with image information
acquired by the photographing section 52, and stores them.
The distance measuring section 53 is able to not only measure
the distance to one portion of a subject but also measure the
distances to a plurality of portions of the subject at the same
time. The communication section 55 is connected to the pro-
cessor 31 so that it will communicate with the processor 31.
The communication section 55 receives instructions from the
processor 31 or transmits image information or distance
information to the processor 31.

An image captured by the sensor unit 50 is acquired by
irradiating a living body (palm), which is a subject, with near
infrared rays and receiving reflected light. Hemoglobin in
each red blood cell which runs through veins has lost oxygen,
so this hemoglobin (deoxyhemoglobin) has the property of
absorbing near infrared rays with a wavelength of about 700
to 1000 nm. Accordingly, when a palm is irradiated with near
infrared rays, the intensity of light reflected from vein por-
tions is low. As a result, the positions of veins are recognized
on the basis of whether the intensity of light reflected is high
or low. Characteristic information is easily extracted by the
use of a specific light source, but a captured image is an image
in achromatic color.

The IC card 60 which stores a registered template will now
be described with reference to FIGS. 5 and 6. FIG. 5 illus-
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trates the structure of the IC card in the second embodiment.
FIG. 6 illustrates relationships among comparison scores in
the second embodiment.

The IC card 60 is possessed by a person who is an object of
authentication. In order to confirm an identity, the IC card 60
is inserted into the IC card reader-writer 35 and is used. The
IC card 60 includes a control section 61, a communication
section 62, and a storage section 63. The control section 61
controls each processing section. The communication section
62 performs contactless communication with the IC card
reader-writer 35. However, the communication section 62
may perform contact communication with the IC card reader-
writer 35.

The storage section 63 stores a first template 71 and a
second template 72 acquired by the processor 31. If the first
template 71 is registered once, it is not updated. However, the
second template 72 is updated to biometric information by
which success in authentication is achieved under determined
conditions. If an available period is set for the IC card 60, then
the first template 71 may be updated at the time of the renewal
of the available period.

When the control section 61 reads out the first template 71
and the second template 72 stored in the storage section 63,
the control section 61 may pass, in response to a request from
the processor 31, them to the processor 31 after processing.
Furthermore, the control section 61 may undertake a partof'a
comparison process to be performed by the processor 31.

The description of the IC card 60 has been given. However,
the same applies to a case where the authentication server 21
stores registered templates (first template 71 and the second
template 72).

Update of the second template 72 will now be described
briefly. If the processor 31 succeeds in authentication by
biometric information (used this time) 73, then the processor
31 generates comparison score A for the first template 71 and
the biometric information (used this time) 73, comparison
score B for the second template 72 and the biometric infor-
mation (used this time) 73, and comparison score C for the
first template 71 and the second template 72. If the compari-
son score A or B to which the biometric information (used this
time) 73 relates is not the poorest, then the processor 31
replaces the second template 72 with the biometric informa-
tion (used this time) 73. That is to say, the processor 31
updates the second template 72 to the biometric information
(used this time) 73. The biometric information (used this
time) 73 is acquired by the biometrics authentication appara-
tus 30 for performing authentication.

As aresult, even if the biometrics authentication apparatus
30 fails in authentication by the first template 71, the biomet-
rics authentication apparatus 30 performs authentication by
the second template 72. By doing so, an authentication rate is
improved. The second template 72 is updated at any time.
Accordingly, even if a determined inclination appears in
acquired biometric information through repetition of authen-
tication, the biometrics authentication apparatus 30 improves
an authentication rate. For example, it is assumed that the
operation of spreading a hand is performed in palm vein
authentication by a person who is an object of authentication.
When the first template 71 is registered, the five fingers are
stretched. However, the person who is an object of authenti-
cation may have unconsciously acquired a habit at authenti-
cation time. This may lead to a decrease in authentication rate.
Even in such a case, the biometrics authentication apparatus
30 updates the second template 72 to follow the habit of the
person who is an object of authentication and improve an
authentication rate. The biometrics authentication apparatus
30 follows not only the habit of the person who is an object of
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authentication but also a secular change of living body to
improve an authentication rate.

A first template registration process in the second embodi-
ment will now be described in detail with reference to FIG. 7.
FIG. 7 is a flow chart of a first template registration process in
the second embodiment.

A first template registration process is performed by the
biometrics authentication apparatus 30 or a template registra-
tion apparatus (not illustrated). A first template registration
process is performed before authentication for acquiring bio-
metric information from a person himself/herself who is an
object of authentication and registering it for comparison.
The template registration apparatus is realized by the same
structure that is adopted in the biometrics authentication
apparatus 30.

(Step S11) The processor 31 requests the sensor unit 50 to
provide a captured image of palm veins (biometric informa-
tion) used for registering a first template. The sensor unit 50
passes a captured image of a palm to the processor 31. The
processor 31 acquires the captured image of the palm from the
sensor unit 50.

(Step S12) The processor 31 acquires posture information
corresponding to the acquired biometric information. The
posture information is information which indicates a posture
of'aliving body and which is usable for evaluating a deviation
of the living body from a correct position at the time of
acquiring the biometric information.

For example, the processor 31 extracts a palm region from
the acquired image information (biometric information) by,
for example, binarizing the image information and perform-
ing contour extraction based on morphology. The processor
31 calculates a distance value for each pixel from a brightness
value of each pixel in the palm region of the captured image
by the use of the relationship between brightness and dis-
tance. The processor 31 calculates palm posture information
based on plane approximation. On the basis of a distance
value for each pixel, the processor 31 calculates tilt angles in
the horizontal and vertical directions of an approximate plane
as posture information. By doing so, the processor 31 is able
to acquire posture information corresponding to the acquired
biometric information.

(Step S13) The processor 31 determines whether or not the
tilt angles in the horizontal and vertical directions of the
approximate plane, which are the acquired posture informa-
tion, meet a determined quality standard. For example, if the
tilt angles in the horizontal and vertical directions of the
approximate plane are within the range of =15 to +15 degrees,
then the processor 31 determines that the quality standard is
met. If the tilt angles in the horizontal and vertical directions
of the approximate plane are not within the range of -15 to
+15 degrees, then the processor 31 determines that the pos-
ture information does not meet the quality standard. The
determined quality standard may include distance and a con-
dition of deformation (palm is not in a flat state, for example)
in addition to tilt angles.

If the processor 31 determines that the acquired posture
information meets the determined quality standard, then the
processor 31 proceeds to step S14. On the other hand, if the
processor 31 determines that the acquired posture informa-
tion does not meet the determined quality standard, then the
processor 31 proceeds to step S11.

(Step S14) The processor 31 registers the acquired image
information (biometric information) as the first template 71.

(Step S15) The processor 31 registers the calculated pos-
ture information as posture information corresponding to the
first template 71, and ends the first template registration pro-
cess.
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The first template 71 is registered in this way by the bio-
metrics authentication apparatus 30 or the template registra-
tion apparatus (not illustrated). Furthermore, the first tem-
plate 71 is stored in the storage section 63 of the IC card 60,
the HDD 43 of the processor 31, or a storage section of the
authentication server 21.

An authentication process in the second embodiment will
now be described in detail with reference to FIG. 8. FIG. 8 is
a flow chart of an authentication process in the second
embodiment.

An authentication process is performed by the biometrics
authentication apparatus 30. In an authentication process, the
biometrics authentication apparatus 30 acquires biometric
information from a person who is an object of authentication,
compares it with a registered template registered in advance,
and performs a process according to a comparison result.

(Step S21) The processor 31 requests the sensor unit 50 to
provide a captured image of palm veins (biometric informa-
tion) used for authentication. The sensor unit 50 passes a
captured image of a palm to the processor 31. The processor
31 acquires the captured image of the palm (biometric infor-
mation (used this time) 73) from the sensor unit 50.

(Step S22) The processor 31 acquires posture information
corresponding to the acquired biometric information (used
this time) 73. The processor 31 acquires the posture informa-
tion in the same way that is described in step S12.

(Step S23) The processor 31 acquires the first template 71
from the storage section 63 of the IC card 60.

(Step S24) The processor 31 calculates a comparison score
from the first template 71 and the biometric information (used
this time) 73. A comparison score is an index for evaluating a
degree of similarity between the first template 71 and the
biometric information (used this time) 73. A smaller compari-
son score indicates a greater similarity between them. A com-
parison score is derived by a determined method from a
degree of similarity between the first template 71 and the
biometric information (used this time) 73. Various known
methods are used.

(Step S25) The processor 31 determines whether or not the
comparison score calculated from the first template 71 and
the biometric information (used this time) 73 meets a deter-
mined comparison standard. If the comparison score meets
the determined comparison standard, then the processor 31
proceeds to step S30. If the comparison score does not meet
the determined comparison standard, then the processor 31
proceeds to step S26.

(Step S26) The processor 31 acquires the second template
72 from the storage section 63 of the IC card 60.

(Step S27) The processor 31 calculates a comparison score
from the second template 72 and the biometric information
(used this time) 73. A comparison score is an index for evalu-
ating a degree of similarity between the second template 72
and the biometric information (used this time) 73. A smaller
comparison score indicates a greater similarity between
them. A comparison score is derived by a determined method
from a degree of similarity between the second template 72
and the biometric information (used this time) 73. Various
known methods are used.

(Step S28) The processor 31 determines whether or not the
comparison score calculated from the second template 72 and
the biometric information (used this time) 73 meets the deter-
mined comparison standard. If the comparison score meets
the determined comparison standard, then the processor 31
proceeds to step S30. If the comparison score does not meet
the determined comparison standard, then the processor 31
proceeds to step S29.



US 9,098,755 B2

11

(Step S29) On the basis of the result of comparison mis-
match, the processor 31 determines that an identity is not
confirmed, and performs a needed comparison failure process
involved in failure in authentication. After that, the processor
31 ends the authentication process.

(Step S30) On the basis of the result of comparison match,
the processor 31 determines that an identity is confirmed, and
performs a needed comparison success process involved in
success in authentication.

(Step S31) The processor 31 performs a replacement pro-
cess for replacing the second template 72 with the biometric
information (used this time) 73 by which the result of com-
parison match is obtained. After that, the processor 31 ends
the authentication process. If it is not proper to replace the
second template 72 with the biometric information (used this
time) 73 by a replacement process, then the processor 31 does
not perform a replacement process. A replacement process
will be described later in detail with reference to FIGS. 9 and
10.

As has been described, the biometrics authentication appa-
ratus 30 makes a comparison between the biometric informa-
tion (used this time) 73 and the first template 71 or a com-
parison between the biometric information (used this time) 73
and the second template 72 and determines whether or not a
comparison score calculated meets the comparison standard.
By doing so, the biometrics authentication apparatus 30 per-
forms authentication. In addition, it is expected that each time
authentication is performed, the second template 72 will be
updated to a better second template 72 by replacing the sec-
ond template 72 with the biometric information (used this
time) 73. Accordingly, it is also expected that the accuracy of
authentication will be improved.

In the above description the biometrics authentication
apparatus 30 makes a comparison between the first template
71 and the biometric information (used this time) 73 and a
comparison between the second template 72 and the biomet-
ric information (used this time) 73 in that order. However, the
biometrics authentication apparatus 30 may make a compari-
son inthe reverse order. If the biometrics authentication appa-
ratus 30 first makes a comparison between the first template
71 and the biometric information (used this time) 73, then the
biometrics authentication apparatus 30 is able to evaluate the
number of times it fails in making a comparison between the
first template 71 and the biometric information (used this
time) 73 or a failure rate of a comparison between the first
template 71 and the biometric information (used this time) 73
every time it performs authentication. If an evaluation result is
poor, then the biometrics authentication apparatus 30 may
demand reregistration of the first template 71.

Furthermore, if the biometrics authentication apparatus 30
first makes a comparison between the second template 72 and
the biometric information (used this time) 73, then it is
expected that the second template 72 will be better at this
point of time than the first template 71. Accordingly, it is
expected that the probability of success in authentication
being obtained by making a comparison once will increase.

The first template 71 may be registered as an initial value of
the second template 72 at first authentication time. The bio-
metric information (used this time) 73 by which first success
in authentication is obtained may be registered as an initial
value of the second template 72.

The replacement process in the second embodiment will
now be described in detail with reference to FIGS. 9 and 10.
FIG. 9 is a flow chart of the replacement process in the second
embodiment. FIG. 10 illustrates a comparison example table
in the second embodiment.
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The replacement process is performed by the biometrics
authentication apparatus 30. If it is proper to replace the
second template 72 with the biometric information (used this
time) 73, then the replacement of the second template 72 by
the biometric information (used this time) 73 is performed by
the replacement process.

(Step S41) The processor 31 performs a quality evaluation
process for evaluating the quality of the biometric informa-
tion (used this time) 73 by which the result of comparison
match is obtained. The quality evaluation process will be
described later in detail with reference to FIG. 11.

(Step S42) The processor 31 determines whether or not a
result obtained by evaluating the quality of the biometric
information (used this time) 73 meets a determined quality
standard. If a result obtained by evaluating the quality of the
biometric information (used this time) 73 meets the deter-
mined quality standard, then the processor 31 proceeds to step
S43. If a result obtained by evaluating the quality of the
biometric information (used this time) 73 does not meet the
determined quality standard, then the processor 31 ends the
replacement process. As a result, the second template 72 is not
replaced with the biometric information (used this time) 73
not having certain quality.

(Step S43) The processor 31 calculates the comparison
score A for the first template 71 and the biometric information
(used this time) 73.

(Step S44) The processor 31 determines whether or not the
comparison score A meets a replacement permission stan-
dard. If the comparison score A meets the replacement per-
mission standard, then the processor 31 proceeds to step S45.
If the comparison score A does not meet the replacement
permission standard, then the processor 31 ends the replace-
ment process.

Ifthe biometrics authentication apparatus 30 succeeds only
in making a comparison between the biometric information
(used this time) 73 and the second template 72, this prevents
the biometrics authentication apparatus 30 from updating the
second template 72 with the biometric information (used this
time) 73 which is quite different from the first template 71.
That is to say, the replacement permission standard is not a
standard for determining whether or not a comparison
between the biometric information (used this time) 73 and the
first template 71 succeeds, but a standard on the basis of
which the determination that a comparison between the bio-
metric information (used this time) 73 and the first template
71 succeeds may be made.

(Step S45) The processor 31 calculates the comparison
score B for the second template 72 and the biometric infor-
mation (used this time) 73.

(Step S46) The processor 31 calculates the comparison
score C for the first template 71 and the second template 72.

The processor 31 generates in this way the comparison
scores A, B, and C for the combinations of two of the biomet-
ric information (used this time) 73, the first template 71, and
the second template 72.

(Step S47) The processor 31 compares the comparison
scores A, B, and C and determines whether or not the com-
parison score C is the poorest. [fthe comparison score C is the
poorest, then the processor 31 proceeds to step S48. If the
comparison score C is not the poorest, then the processor 31
ends the replacement process.

(Step S48) The processor 31 registers the biometric infor-
mation (used this time) 73 as the second template 72.

(Step S49) The processor 31 registers posture information
(used this time) corresponding to the biometric information
(used this time) 73 as posture information corresponding to
the second template 72, and ends the replacement process.
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Six comparison examples are indicated in a comparison
example table 80 (see FIG. 10). With comparison example
“17, the comparison score A is “550”, the comparison score B
is “1300”, and the comparison score C is “8007, and the
comparison score B is the poorest. Therefore, the second
template 72 is not replaced. That is to say, the biometric
information (used this time) 73 relates to the generation of the
comparison score B which is the poorest, so the processor 31
determines that it is not proper to register the biometric infor-
mation (used this time) 73 as the second template 72.

Furthermore, with comparison example “2”, the compari-
son score A is “550”, the comparison score B is “900”, and the
comparison score C is “1500”, and the comparison score C is
the poorest. Therefore, the second template 72 is replaced.
That is to say, the biometric information (used this time) 73
does not relate to the generation of the comparison score C
which is the poorest, so the processor 31 determines that it is
proper to register the biometric information (used this time)
73 as the second template 72.

In addition, with comparison example “3”, the comparison
score A is “8007, the comparison score B is “1300”, and the
comparison score C is “5007, and the comparison score B is
the poorest. Therefore, the second template 72 is not replaced.
That is to say, the biometric information (used this time) 73
relates to the generation of the comparison score B which is
the poorest, so the processor 31 determines that it is not
proper to register the biometric information (used this time)
73 as the second template 72.

Moreover, with comparison example “4”, the comparison
score A is “1500”, the comparison score B is “900”, and the
comparison score C is “5007, and the comparison score A is
the poorest. Therefore, the second template 72 is not replaced.
That is to say, the biometric information (used this time) 73
relates to the generation of the comparison score A which is
the poorest, so the processor 31 determines that it is not
proper to register the biometric information (used this time)
73 as the second template 72.

Furthermore, with comparison example “5”, the compari-
son score A is “800”, the comparison score B is “500”, and the
comparison score C is “1500”, and the comparison score C is
the poorest. Therefore, the second template 72 is replaced.
That is to say, the biometric information (used this time) 73
does not relate to the generation of the comparison score C
which is the poorest, so the processor 31 determines that it is
proper to register the biometric information (used this time)
73 as the second template 72.

In addition, with comparison example “6”, the comparison
score A is “1500”, the comparison score B is “500”, and the
comparison score C is “8007, and the comparison score A is
the poorest. Therefore, the second template 72 is not replaced.
That is to say, the biometric information (used this time) 7.3
relates to the generation of the comparison score A which is
the poorest, so the processor 31 determines that it is not
proper to register the biometric information (used this time)
73 as the second template 72.

A smaller comparison score is better and a larger compari-
son score is poorer. Whether a comparison score is good or
poor depends on a comparison score generation algorithm, an
evaluation method, or the like. Accordingly, if whether a
comparison result is good or poor is determined, then it may
be that a smaller comparison score will be poorer and that a
larger comparison score will be better.

It is assumed that the replacement permission standard for
the comparison score A described in step S44 is, for example,
the comparison score “1800”. Then the determination that the
biometric information (used this time) 73 meets a replace-
ment standard is made if the comparison score A for the first
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template 71 and the biometric information (used this time) 73
is lower than 1800. The determination that the biometric
information (used this time) 73 does not meet the replacement
standard is made if the comparison score A for the first tem-
plate 71 and the biometric information (used this time) 73 is
higher than or equal to 1800.

The quality evaluation process in the second embodiment
will now be described in detail with reference to FIG. 11. FIG.
11 is a flow chart of the quality evaluation process in the
second embodiment.

The quality evaluation process is performed by the biomet-
rics authentication apparatus 30. The quality evaluation pro-
cess is performed for evaluating the quality of the biometric
information (used this time) 73 by which the result of com-
parison match is obtained. Quality is an index for evaluating
the uniformity of an environment in which a living body
image is acquired. The quality includes a posture of a living
body which is a subject, an environment in which a living
body image is captured, and the like. The biometrics authen-
tication apparatus 30 acquires as posture information a pos-
ture of a living body which is a subject, and evaluates the
uniformity of an environment in which a living body image is
acquired.

(Step S51) The processor 31 calculates a posture error
between the first template 71 and the biometric information
(used this time) 73. More specifically, the processor 31
acquires from the storage section 63 stored posture informa-
tion corresponding to the first template 71. Furthermore, the
processor 31 compares acquired posture information corre-
sponding to the biometric information (used this time) 73
with the posture information corresponding to the first tem-
plate 71 and calculates an error between them. By doing so,
the biometrics authentication apparatus 30 is able to calculate
a living body posture error between the first template 71 and
the biometric information (used this time) 73 at living body
image capture time.

(Step S52) The processor 31 determines whether or not the
calculated posture error is within permitted limits determined
in advance. If the calculated posture error is within the per-
mitted limits determined in advance, then the processor 31
proceeds to step S53. If the calculated posture error is not
within the permitted limits determined in advance, then the
processor 31 proceeds to step S56.

If the difference in the ftilt of a palm between the first
template 71 and the biometric information (used this time) 73
at living body image capture time is, for example, 15 degrees
or less, then the processor 31 determines that the calculated
posture error is within the permitted limits. However, stan-
dards for determining whether or not a posture error is within
permitted limits are not limited to one standard such as the tilt
of'a palm. A plurality of standards including forward, back-
ward, leftward, and rightward positional deviations, distance,
rotation, and deformation may be used.

(Step S53) The processor 31 calculates a posture error
between the second template 72 and the biometric informa-
tion (used this time) 73. More specifically, the processor 31
acquires from the storage section 63 stored posture informa-
tion corresponding to the second template 72. Furthermore,
the processor 31 compares acquired posture information cor-
responding to the biometric information (used this time) 73
with the posture information corresponding to the second
template 72 and calculates an error between them. By doing
s0, the biometrics authentication apparatus 30 is able to cal-
culate a living body posture error between the second tem-
plate 72 and the biometric information (used this time) 73 at
living body image capture time.
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(Step S54) The processor 31 determines whether or not the
calculated posture error is within permitted limits determined
in advance. If the calculated posture error is within the per-
mitted limits determined in advance, then the processor 31
proceeds to step S55. If the calculated posture error is not
within the permitted limits determined in advance, then the
processor 31 proceeds to step S56.

If the difference in the tilt of a palm between the second
template 72 and the biometric information (used this time) 73
at living body image capture time is, for example, 10 degrees
or less, then the processor 31 determines that the calculated
posture error is within the permitted limits. However, stan-
dards for determining whether or not a posture error is within
permitted limits are not limited to one standard such as the tilt
of'a palm. A plurality of standards including forward, back-
ward, leftward, and rightward positional deviations, distance,
rotation, and deformation may be used.

In addition, the permitted limits of the posture error
between the second template 72 and the biometric informa-
tion (used this time) 73 are narrower than the permitted limits
of the posture error between the first template 71 and the
biometric information (used this time) 73. However, the per-
mitted limits of the posture error between the second template
72 and the biometric information (used this time) 73 may be
wider than or equal to the permitted limits of the posture error
between the first template 71 and the biometric information
(used this time) 73. The biometrics authentication apparatus
30 makes the permitted limits of the posture error between the
second template 72 and the biometric information (used this
time) 73 narrower than the permitted limits of the posture
error between the first template 71 and the biometric infor-
mation (used this time) 73 to control accommodating a rapid
change in biometric information for a person who is an object
of authentication.

(Step S55) The posture error between the first template 71
and the biometric information (used this time) 73 is within the
permitted limits determined in advance. In addition, the pos-
ture error between the second template 72 and the biometric
information (used this time) 73 is within the permitted limits
determined in advance. Therefore, the processor 31 deter-
mines that the quality of the biometric information (used this
time) 73 is good, and ends the quality evaluation process.

(Step S56) Atleast one of the posture error between the first
template 71 and the biometric information (used this time) 73
and the posture error between the second template 72 and the
biometric information (used this time) 73 is not within the
permitted limits determined in advance. Therefore, the pro-
cessor 31 determines that the quality of the biometric infor-
mation (used this time) 73 is poor, and ends the quality evalu-
ation process.

As has been described, the biometrics authentication appa-
ratus 30 evaluates the quality of the biometric information
(used this time) 73. The biometrics authentication apparatus
30 evaluates the quality of the biometric information (used
this time) 73 with respect to both of the first template 71 and
the second template 72. However, the biometrics authentica-
tion apparatus 30 may evaluate the quality of the biometric
information (used this time) 73 with respect to one of the first
template 71 and the second template 72.

In addition, the biometrics authentication apparatus 30
evaluates the quality of the biometric information (used this
time) 73 on the basis of the posture error between the first
template 71 or the second template 72 and the biometric
information (used this time) 73. However, the biometrics
authentication apparatus 30 may evaluate the quality of the
biometric information (used this time) 73 on the basis of an
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error between the position of a living body at the time of
acquiring biometric information and a correct position.

Third Embodiment

A biometrics authentication system in a financial institu-
tion will now be described by the use of a third embodiment.
FIG. 12 illustrates the structure of a biometrics authentication
system according to a third embodiment. Description of com-
ponents in FIG. 12 which are the same as those in the second
embodiment will be omitted.

In a third embodiment a biometrics authentication system
100 using palm veins for performing authentication is taken
as an example. However, the same applies to a system which
detects the characteristics of another part of a living body for
performing authentication.

The biometrics authentication system 100 is one of sys-
tems which recognize the characteristics of a living body,
which specify an individual, and which perform authentica-
tion, and is used in, for example, a banking system for per-
forming customer authentication. The biometrics authentica-
tion system 100 includes a plurality of automated teller
machines 105, an authentication server 101, and a network
104.

The authentication server 101 associates identification
information for identifying an individual with a second tem-
plate 72 registered before biometrics authentication, and
stores them. Identification information for identifying an
individual is a unique ID (IDentification) given directly (such
as auser number) or indirectly (such as an account number) to
a user.

One or more automated teller machines 105 are installed in
an ATM corner 103 or an ATM booth 102 in a financial
institution. The automated teller machine 105 is one of
authentication apparatus which perform biometrics authenti-
cation before financial transactions at user authentication
time. The automated teller machine 105 includes an IC card
reader-writer 106 and a sensor unit 107. The sensor unit 107
includes an image capture device, captures an image of veins
in a user’s palm, and acquires biometric information (used
this time) 73. The automated teller machine 105 performs
user authentication by a first template 71 which the IC card
reader-writer 106 acquires from an IC card (such as a cash
card with a built-in IC chip) of the user and the biometric
information (used this time) 73 acquired by the sensor unit
107.

As has been described, the biometrics authentication sys-
tem 100 stores the first template 71 and the second template
72 in the different storage sections and manages them. The
automated teller machine 105 has the same processing func-
tions that the biometrics authentication apparatus 30
described in the second embodiment has. By doing so, the
automated teller machine 105 functions as a biometrics
authentication apparatus. Furthermore, the automated teller
machine 105 and the authentication server 101 included in the
biometrics authentication system 100 may cooperate to real-
ize the same processing functions that the biometrics authen-
tication apparatus 30 described in the second embodiment
has. This biometrics authentication system 100 improves the
accuracy of authentication in an authentication process.

The above processing functions may be realized with a
computer. In that case, a program in which the contents of
functions each apparatus should have are described is pro-
vided. By executing this program on the computer, the above
processing functions are realized on the computer. This pro-
gram may be recorded on a computer readable record
medium (which may be a portable record medium). A com-
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puter readable record medium may be a magnetic recording
device, an optical disk, a magneto-optical recording medium,
a semiconductor memory, or the like. A magnetic recording
device may be a hard disk drive (HDD), a flexible disk (FD),
a magnetic tape, or the like. An optical disk may be a digital
versatile disk (DVD), a DVD-RAM, a CD-ROM, a CD-R
(Recordable)/RW (ReWritable), or the like. A magneto-opti-
cal recording medium may be a magneto-optical disk (MO)
or the like.

To place the program on the market, portable record media,
such as DVDs or CD-ROMSs, on which it is recorded are sold.
Alternatively, the program is stored in advance in a storage
unit of a server computer and is transferred from the server
computer to another computer via a network.

When the computer executes this program, it will store in
its storage unit the program, for example, which is recorded
on a portable record medium or which is transferred from the
server computer. The computer then reads the program from
its storage unit and performs processes in compliance with
the program. The computer may also read the program
directly from a portable record medium and perform pro-
cesses in compliance with the program. Furthermore, each
time the program is transferred from the server computer, the
computer may perform processes in turn in compliance with
the program it receives.

In the above embodiments the descriptions are given with
apalm as an example of a part of a living body. However, any
part of a living body may be used. For example, a part of a
living body may be the sole of a foot, a finger, a toe, the back
of'a hand, the instep of a foot, a wrist, an arm, or the like.

Furthermore, if veins are used for authentication, then a
part of a living body in which the veins are observed is used.
In addition, if a part of a living body for which biometric
information is acquired may be specified, this is favorable for
authentication. If a part of a living body is a palm, a face, or
the like, then the part may be specified from an acquired
image.

Furthermore, biometric information used for authentica-
tion is not limited to veins. A fingerprint, a palm print, or the
like may be used.

Various changes may be made in the above embodiments,
unless they depart from the spirit of these embodiments.

According to the above biometrics authentication appara-
tus, biometrics authentication system, and biometrics authen-
tication method, the accuracy of authentication is improved in
an authentication process.

All examples and conditional language provided herein are
intended for the pedagogical purposes of aiding the reader in
understanding the invention and the concepts contributed by
the inventor to further the art, and are not to be construed as
limitations to such specifically recited examples and condi-
tions, nor does the organization of such examples in the
specification relate to a showing of the superiority and infe-
riority of the invention. Although one or more embodiments
of the present invention have been described in detail, it
should be understood that various changes, substitutions, and
alterations could be made hereto without departing from the
spirit and scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A biometrics authentication apparatus comprising:

a memory that stores first registered information and sec-
ond registered information, the first registered informa-
tion being biometric information registered in advance
with respect to a person who is an object of authentica-
tion, the second registered information being biometric
information acquired from the person and registered in
previous authentication; and
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a processor that performs a process including:

generating a comparison score from at least one of the first
registered information and the second registered infor-
mation and current biometric information currently
acquired from the person and authenticating the person
by comparing the comparison score with a determined
threshold;

generating a comparison score for each of combinations of

two of the current biometric information used for
authenticating the person, the first registered informa-
tion, and the second registered information and evaluat-
ing the comparison score generated for said each of the
combinations; and

replacing the second registered information with the cur-

rent biometric information when both of a comparison
score generated from the current biometric information
and the first registered information and a comparison
score generated from the current biometric information
and the second registered information are better than a
comparison score generated from the first registered
information and the second registered information.

2. The biometrics authentication apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the evaluating the comparison score
includes:

evaluating quality of the current biometric information;

and

evaluating, at the time of the quality meeting a determined

standard, the comparison score for said each combina-
tion.

3. The biometrics authentication apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein:

the memory further stores quality information for the bio-

metric information registered as the first registered
information at the time of acquiring the biometric infor-
mation registered as the first registered information; and
the evaluating the comparison score includes evaluating
quality of the current biometric information by compari-
son with the quality information corresponding to the
first registered information and evaluating, at the time of
acomparison result being within a determined range, the
comparison score for said each combination.

4. The biometrics authentication apparatus according to
claim 3, wherein:

the memory further stores quality information for the bio-

metric information registered as the second registered
information at the time of acquiring the biometric infor-
mation registered as the second registered information;
and

evaluating the comparison score includes evaluating qual-

ity of the current biometric information by comparison
with the quality information corresponding to the sec-
ond registered information and evaluating, at the time of
acomparison result being within a determined range, the
comparison score for said each combination.

5. The biometrics authentication apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein when authentication by the second regis-
tered information fails, the process further includes perform-
ing authentication by the use of the first registered informa-
tion.

6. The biometrics authentication apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein authentication by the first registered infor-
mation fails, the process further includes performing authen-
tication by the use of the second registered information.

7. A biometrics authentication system comprising:

a biometric information acquisition apparatus which

acquires biometric information from a person who is an
object of authentication; and
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a biometric authentication apparatus, wherein the biomet-
ric authentication apparatus includes:

a memory that stores first registered information and sec-
ond registered information, the first registered informa-
tion being the biometric information registered in
advance, the second registered information being the
biometric information acquired and registered in previ-
ous authentication; and

a processor that performs a process including:

generating a comparison score from at least one of the first
registered information and the second registered infor-
mation and current biometric information currently
acquired by the biometric information acquisition appa-
ratus and authenticating the person by comparing the
comparison score with a determined threshold;

generating a comparison score for each of combinations of
two of the current biometric information used for
authenticating the person, the first registered informa-
tion, and the second registered information and evaluat-
ing the comparison score generated for said each of the
combinations; and

replacing the second registered information with the cur-
rent biometric information when both of a comparison
score generated from the current biometric information
and the first registered information and a comparison
score generated from the current biometric information
and the second registered information are better than a
comparison score generated from the first registered
information and the second registered information.
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8. A biometrics authentication method comprising:

generating, by a computer, acomparison score from at least
one of first registered information which is biometric
information registered in advance with respect to a per-
son who is an object of authentication and second reg-
istered information which is biometric information
acquired from the person and registered in previous
authentication and current biometric information cur-
rently acquired and authenticating the person by com-
paring the comparison score with a determined thresh-
old;

generating, by the computer, a comparison score for each
of combinations of two of the current biometric infor-
mation used for authenticating the person, the first reg-
istered information, and the second registered informa-
tion and evaluating the comparison score generated for
said each of the combinations; and

replacing, by the computer, the second registered informa-
tion with the current biometric information when both of
acomparison score generated from the current biometric
information and the first registered information and a
comparison score generated from the current biometric
information and the second registered information are
better than a comparison score generated from the first
registered information and the second registered infor-
mation.



